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Good morning,
The Martha’s Vineyard Commission is preparing a grant application to Massachusetts
DEP for a 604b planning grant to develop a Responsible Management Entity (RME) for the
island and requests your support in a letter to accompany our application.  Here is a
short background to provide context for this request.
The Towns of Martha’s Vineyard are in various stages of completing Comprehensive
Wastewater Management Plans (CWMP’s), 208 or similar management plans. As
Martha’s Vineyard towns consider Title 5 septic system regulatory changes to increase
the use of Best Available Nitrogen Reducing Technology (BANRT) systems as part of
these plans, the value of a regional, cooperative, and collaborative entity that supports
all island homeowner efforts to install, maintain and monitor these systems has become
apparent.  At present, there is no institutional framework to ensure consistent
installation, operation, maintenance, testing, or financing for BANRT systems for
Nitrogen Sensitive Areas on Martha’s Vineyard. 
Until now, Island Health Agents have depended on Barnstable County’s system to host
our septic test data enabling us to comply with the State’s reporting requirements. 
However, the growing needs both on Cape Cod and here on island compels us to plan
for more comprehensive data collection and assistance to home-owners than the
Barnstable system can support.  The State is offering grant incentives for us to develop
our own dedicated Responsible Management Entity. 
The scope of our work over the two or three year period of the grant would include:  1.
developing a centralized data management system to track and monitor the systems
(the MVC has the capacity to do this); 2. planning and developing a water testing
laboratory and staff to manage sampling, testing and reporting of mandatory testing of
nitrogen reducing technologies; 3. developing a business plan, budget and financing
strategies for the RME; 4. developing processes for streamlining technology selection,
siting and installation; and 5. developing operational policies and procedures.
The resulting grant application from the MVC will be due on October 4, 2026.   We hope
you will consider writing a letter of support (see sample attached) so that we can
demonstrate island-wide support for this effort.  We would be happy to respond to
further questions either in person or on a call. Please return signed letters of support to
me.
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Sample Draft Letter



To Whom It May Concern:



Select Boards Letter of Support for 604b grant proposal entitled:

Shared Responsible Management Entity (S-RME) for Wastewater Systems on Martha's Vineyard





We have heard the needs of our Board of Health regarding management of the Town’s septic systems, including nitrogen-reducing technologies in our town’s watersheds.

They have identified these shared deficits:

· Outdated O&M records for existing wastewater systems

· Inconsistent homeowner education and outreach

· No island-wide sampling, analysis, or reporting system

· Unclear cumulative nitrogen reduction toward TMDL goals

· No guidance for homeowners on financial burdens of BANRT



As a result, there is no island-wide framework to ensure consistent installation, maintenance, testing, or financing of Best Available Nitrogen Reducing Technology (BANRT) systems.  As the regulatory environment increasingly will require adoption of nitrogen-reducing (NR) technology across the island, the needs will only grow.  We want our Town to be better prepared to comply with anticipated DEP requirements concerning management and testing of the various nitrogen-reducing technologies being certified by DEP.



The proposed grant application from the Martha’s Vineyard Commission speaks directly to the needs experienced by our collective island Boards of Health who are responsible for oversight and management of on-site wastewater technologies.  



We support the effort to establish an accountable island entity that supports the improvement in selection, siting, testing and reporting of present and future DEP approved  on-site nitrogen-reducing systems.



The Select Board of (name of Island Town) endorses the purposes of this grant and offers assistance where appropriate in its implementation.

.

We hope the grantors agree and assist the island with the capacity to implement a Responsible Management Entity island wide.  



Sincerely,





___________________Select Board Chair,





Sincerely,
Sheri Caseau, MVC Water Quality Planner
 
Sheri L. Caseau
Martha’s Vineyard Commission
Water Resource Planner
33 New York Avenue / PO Box 1447
Oak Bluffs, MA, 02557-1447
Office: 508 693-3453 x117
caseau@mvcommission.org
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